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Background 



About RDFL:  

The Lebanese Women’s Democratic Gathering (RDFL) is a secular non-governmental 
women's rights organization active in the field of advancing the cause of woman and 
empowering her status in all aspects of life. Since its foundation in 1976, RDFL has 
implemented programs in the fields of education on women's rights, eliminating violence 
against woman and promoting adult literacy. The programs aim at the empowerment of 
woman in social, economic and political fields. 
 
The presented campaign comes as a continuation for RDFL’s work over more than 40 years 
aiming to protect women and girls from all forms of violence including child marriage.  
 
Through our 6 branches all over Lebanon we support yearly more than 400 women from 
different nationalities and backgrounds socially, psychologically and legally, in addition to 
raising awareness, empowerment and advocating for women’s rights and gender equality.  
 
 
 



Campaign goals: 

 
1. Raising awareness on the risks/cost of child marriage and gaining the 

support of the media and public. 
 
2. Pressure the Parliamentarians to assume their legislative responsibility. 
 
3. Adoption of a civil law that sets Eighteen as the legal age of marriage for 
men and women living in Lebanon. 
 



#NotBefore18:  

Every time you marry off a child, you are putting her under physical, psychological and social 
pressure she is not ready to handle... 

 
 

The Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering- RDFL campaign to set the minimum age of marriage in Lebanon 
#NotBefore18:   
Based on our belief in the right of women to equality, the role of the state as a sole reference to the protection and 
guaranteeing the rights of citizens,  and as a continuation of the years-long struggle of women's organizations to 
protect girls from child marriage, which constitutes a major violation of their right to security and protection and 
opens the door to the worst forms of violence, exploitation and trafficking in them, RDFL launched a national 
campaign aiming to legalize the protection of all people under the age of 18 in the Lebanese territory from child 
marriage. 
The campaign focuses on the health risks of child marriage, which can put the lives of both the child mother and her 
fetus, in case of pregnancy, at fatal risk. Before the age of 18, the body is still growing, the uterus is still 
underdeveloped and the pelvis is not yet fit to sustain pregnancy. This might lead to several health repercussions, 
including pre-eclampsia (pregnancy poisoning), premature delivery, vaginal rupture, fatal gestational hypertension 
(blood pressure), psychological disorders, repeated abortions... 



Official Launching: 
          11 October 2017 

For the occasion of the International Day of Child Girl, the 
Lebanese Women Democratic Gathering- RDFL organized a 
press conference to launch its national media campaign 
against child marriage entitled “#NotBefore18”, in the Beirut 
House of the lawyer in the presence of around 100 official 
and civil public figures including:  
 

- Minister of State for Women's Affairs, Jean Oghasapian 
- President of the National Commission for Lebanese Women, 

Claudine Aoun Rokouz 
- Former Minister Wafaa Al Dika Hamza 
- Deputy Elie Kayrouz 
- Lawyer Lara Saadeh on behalf of Deputy Sami Gemayel 
- Lawyer Elizabeth Al Siofi on behalf of Minister of Human Rights 

Ayman Shkeir 
- Representative of the French ambassador in Lebanon 
- Representative of the Ambassador Christina Lassen, Head of the 

Delegation of the European Union to Lebanon 
- A number of journalists, reporters, artists, actors, actresses, and 

representatives of international, political, women’s rights, and civil 
organizations 



Campaign Materials: 

#NotBefore18 campaign tackles the issue from the 
medical perspective with relevant assets disseminated 
across digital, outdoor, press, TV and social media 
channels. 
 

                      Campaign Duration : 2 months 
 

- The print and outdoor elements, the #NotBefore18 
slogan is visualized through a mnemonic that portrays 
the splayed fingers of a female hand wearing a 
wedding ring. The splayed fingers mimic the Arabic 
numerals for 18. 

- Outdoor campaign for three weeks which included: 
• 15 Unipoles: homogeneously distributed between 

Beirut, Mount Lebanon, Southern highway, Tripoli and 
Dahr El Baidar (Bekaa). 

• 15 Digital large format screens: on the main highway 
from Beirut till Jounieh.  

• 4x3 billboards:   100 faces in the regions North, South 
and Bekaa and 50 faces in Mount Lebanon.  

 
 









Digital Screens reach according to Pikasso: 



Campaign’s TVC: 

The online film’s message is delivered by Dr. 
Faysal al Kak, President of the Arab Association 
of OB-GYN. 
 
- Links to the online film: 
https://www.facebook.com/RDFLwomen/videos/
1445094505526616/ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4ppdfKH8x
8  
 
- The online film garnered 260,000+ views  

 
- The TVC was broadcasted on 6 national TV 

channels for free over a period of two- three 
weeks (List of TVs on the right side of the 
slide)  
 

https://www.facebook.com/RDFLwomen/videos/1445094505526616/
https://www.facebook.com/RDFLwomen/videos/1445094505526616/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4ppdfKH8x8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B4ppdfKH8x8


Celebrities Engaged: 
33 influencers supported the campaign through filming and posting videos for 
them highlighting the health risks of Child Marriage and the campaign’s main 
messages. The celebrities engaged included prominent media personnel, actors, 
singers, political leaders, directors, authors, social activists and religious leaders:  
                       

1. Mona Abou Hamze, TV Anchor                                     2. Chaker Khazaal, Author & Speaker 
3. Joumana Hadad, Author & Journalist                          4. Paula Yaacobian, TV Anchor 
5. Samar Abou Khalil, News Presenter                             6. Pierre Rabbat, TV Anchor 
7. Marita Hilani, Singer                                                        8. George El Rassi, Singer 
9. Amani Geha, Anchor                                                       10. Adam Chameseddine, TV Reporter 
11. Jad Ghosn, TV Reporter                                                12. Qays Shiekh Najib, Actor 
13. Jamal Fayyad, Journalist                                               14. Wafaa Dika, Former minister  
15. Said Marouk, Director                                                  16. Aida Sabra, Actor 
17. Bernadette Hodieb, Actor& Anchor                          18. Charbel Ziade, Actor & Anchor 
19. Joelle Faddoul, TV Anchor                                           20. Joseph Hoayek, Anchor 
21. Maguy Abou Ghosn, Actor                                          22. Majed Abou Hadir, Anchor 
23. Milad Hadchieti, Anchor& Life Coach                       24. Nadia Bsat, Anchor 
25. Roula Bahsoun, Anchor                                               26. Chady Richa, Anchor and Actor 
27. Elie Kayrouz, Lebanese MP   
28. Isam Jerdak, Christian Religious Leader 
29. Shiek Mohamad Al Haj Al Ameeli, Muslim Religious Leader  
30. Emile Rizk, Christian Religious Leader   
31. Maysoon Nowaihid, Anchor  
32. Claudine Aoun Rokouz, President of the National Commission for Lebanese Women 
33. Jean Oghasapian, Minister of women’s affairs  
 
 

 



Media Coverage: 

More than 40 media coverages for the campaign 
in several national and international TV stations, 
radios, newspapers and websites including: 
 
- OTV 
- LBCI 
- Future TV 
- Aljadeed TV 
- Tele Liban 
- Al Hurra TV 
- Step Feed 
- Skynews 
- Sawt El Mada 
- Jaras Scoop Radio 
- Power FM 
- Annahar newspaper 
- Al-Akhbar newspaper 
- National news agency 
- France 24 



Online Campaign reach: 

Campaign posts gained more than 2 million reaches only on Facebook!  
 
More than 100K views on campaign’s production on Instagram.  
 
More than 10000 views on campaign’s coverages and videos on Youtube. 
 
216K tweet impressions in 28 days only! 
 

























Campaign’s Direct Impact 



Here are three basic direct impacts: 

1. Soon after RDFL launched its campaign, speaker of the Lebanese 
parliament Nabih Berri referred a proposed law on the protection of 
children from early marriage to the Administration and Justice 
Committee for discussion, after being put in the drawers of the 
Parliament for more than 7 months. The draft law was actually 
prepared by the RDFL in cooperation with a group of judges and 
lawyers. It was adopted by MP Elie Kayrouz and presented to 
Parliament on March 2017.  
 

2. The Ministry of Health agreed to endorse RDFL’s campaign and 
join the efforts to raise awareness on health risks of child marriage 
through disseminating more than 55,000 poster\ flyer of the 
campaign in more than 1500 pharmacies, hospitals and primary 
health care centers all over Lebanon. In addition, the ministry will be 
posting the campaign’s TVC on it’s social media and online accounts 
and different political, social, cultural and other online websites.  
 

3. Shortly after launching the campaign, RDFL was accepted as a 
member in the Girls Not Brides global partnership, including more 
than 800 civil society organizations from 95 countries, committed to 
ending Child marriage and enabling girls to fulfill their potential.   
 



Thank you  


